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Susan, I think the key thing is that any such consciousness would be materially based. The
mind is what the brain does-- so the beings most advanced in pleasure, wherever they are, are
necessarily made of matter also, not disembodied.

I agree they don't necessarily have to resemble humans. What they get pleasure from could be
completely different from our own pleasure. Pleasure is how we are ranking them, not any other
feature-- so when we say they are "greater", that doesn't mean that they are necessarily more
intellectually or technologically advanced, or that their virtues are remotely like ours.

I have considered it's entirely possible that the most currently pleasure-filled beings in the
universe might even be some species right here on our planet. Perhaps it is a species that does
not consider death as problematic at all, rather than being immortal. Since pleasure is a feeling,
I don't think we can put any qualifiers on it, that it has to be pleasure over certain things, to
count. There's no reason, for instance, that such beings would have to know or care about
humans. Which species in the universe is the most pleasure filled at any one time might even
change, and that actually sounds plausible to me.
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