Phaedo and prolepses

Post by “Cassius” of October 18, 2020 at 5:15 PM

Godfrey | agree with most all of that. | can't yet cite the location in the texts (that was the
purpose of my earlier comment on Aristotle) but it is my impression that the commentators are
pretty uniform in associating the word "essence" with Aristotle vs use of the word "ideal" or
"idea" or "form" with Plato. Definitely this is something that would be good to track down the
cites - we may now have the best one for Plato, in Phaedo, but perhaps it appears other places
too. | have not yet had time to do the same tracking on Aristotle.

One practical reason to firm up that distinction is that today there are signficant numbers of
Randians who will say that Aristotle and Plato were totally at odds with each other, but as |
understand the final result, their placement of "essences" in a different location (some other
world vs residing within the thing) is a distinction without a real difference.
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