
Phaedo and prolepses
Post by “Cassius” of October 17, 2020 at 10:26 PM

I can't imagine these being anything but closely related. Part of the trick will be separating the
type of pattern match reasoning that a computer could do from the kind of inborn intuition or
instinct that animals have at birth, which i also think related to the issue of "programming " of
pleasure and pain. There is almost certainly some kind of mechanism at work which does not
require prior experience for it to come into play. And yet there is also almost certainly a pattern
match process which does involve experience. So there are several distinct issues or processes,
and the Diogenes Laerties definition of prolepsis is almost certainly incomplete to cover them
all. Viewed though from the perspective of a compiler who was looking to set up easy to grasp
distinctions as he progressed through the different schools, it is easy to see how Laertius find
this aspect natural to highlight.
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