Episode Thirty-Nine - The Mind And Spirit Are Not
Supernatural But Parts of A Man Just Like The Head
and Foot

Post by “Cassius” of October 9, 2020 at 10:41 PM

More post-Phaedo reaction:

OK so in Phaedo Plato/Socrates delivered to the Greeks an argument for immortality of the soul
and punishment/reward after death that is MUCH more persuasive than anything the stupid
Christians and Jews ever came up with. And all of it based on essentially "dialectical logic" and
denigration of the senses.

So of course Epicurus rejected dialectical logic.
Of course Epicurus defended the senses against ideal forms.

Of course Epicurus argued that the soul cannot be immortal since everything is made of atoms
and void.

and of course Epicurus came up with an answer to the logical argument that pleasure cannot
be the highest good because pleasure is supposedly something that partakes of the essence of
lesser or greater, rather than partakes of the essence of something absolute.

It's really almost a sick joke to try to jerk Epicurus' views on happiness/pleasure out of this
context, and consider them separately. The whole philosophy is an integrated reject of
Platonism at its deepest level - the elevation of "logic" as the only truth, and none of the
separate aspects of Epicurus make any sense outside that context.

These Platonic dialogues take time to read, but they are really indispensable. However maybe
there is a way to identify several of the most important, possibly including Phaedo and Philebus
and maybe Timeaus - and develop a short introductory guide to the key concepts? It makes
sense that so much would be packed into Phaedo since this is Socrates' final speech before his
death, so maybe it's possible to identify only a couple as the real keys.
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