Episode Thirty-Nine - The Mind And Spirit Are Not
Supernatural But Parts of A Man Just Like The Head
and Foot

Post by “Cassius” of October 9, 2020 at 10:03 PM

Oh my, oh my, oh my. | have just finished reading PHAEDO at Charles link, which carries you to
wikisource.

How can we begin to analyze this material in Lucretius, or many other aspects of Epicurus,
without reading Phaedo!?!? And how many other aspects of Epicurus are unfathomable without
at least some amount of exposure to these Platonic arguments?

We mentioned in the episode that the discussion of harmony in Phaedo was relevant, but in
reading the full dialogue | am struck that one of the less important aspects.

That's because the Phaedo's argument for an eternal soul is really built not on anything that
has any relation to harmony, but on Plato's main fundamental that there is nothing truly real
but the ideal, and that the senses are unreliable things that chain us to the least things and
always separate us from the best things.

And that there is no way to know anything about the lesser or the better but to understand that
they can be understood only as partaking in the essences to which those words refer.

Words, words, and more words -- all reflections of "ideas" -- everything boils down to that for
Plato!

Not only is this dialog essential for the discussion of harmony in this podcast, but it's really a
high-level summary of the essential differences between Plato and Epicurus.

We're going to have to give a lot of thought as we proceed to how it is even possible to begin to
understand Epicurus without constantly referring back to the Platonic positions against which
he was rebelling.
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