
Can Emotions be Trusted?
Post by “Cassius” of October 7, 2020 at 8:07 PM

What thread are we in? On trusting emotions, or discussing gods?  Well anyway to extend
the tangent, I think peoples' positions on the reality of Epicurean gods may relate to the recent
excursion I took into Frances Wright's views, where I see she extended her personal position on
"no speculation" much further than I think Epicurus himself did.

   

Some people (Frances Wright) are just not interested in speculating about life in the rest of the
universe, since there is so little evidence on which to speculate. They don't see that as
necessary or appropriate, and think that Epicurus would have felt the same way.

Other people (me included) think that responding to positions taken by religion are too
important to take a total "I don't know and I don't care" attitude, so we extend what we see
here on Earth to take a position on what we would expect to see in the rest of the universe, and
we think it would be totally natural to find life elsewhere, and that humans are not the most
advanced form of life.

I think those who take the position that gods are allegorical only are probably heavily weighted
toward the Frances Wright point of view, which I can understand, but don't share. ( I refer here
to the true fans of Epicurus, who agree with Epicurus on general but not on the gods. The anti-
Epicureans who allege that he was just hiding from the anti-blasphemy rules are outside this
analysis.)

I think Epicurus felt there were compelling reasons to take a position on issues about the place
of earth and humanity in the universe as a whole. If that's true, then these positions on life on
other worlds, and the existence of a class of a sort of "gods" were just the conclusions he
reached based on his views of the probable implications of the physics. From my viewpoint, I
would expect that Epicurus really didn't see those positions as stretches or overreaches at all,
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and that he was totally serious about them as the natural extension of his physics.
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