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Yes Susan I think this viewpoint is VERY widespread. At various times in the past we have had
people come through the Epicurean groups who are very "into" the physics aspect, and some of
them have been very helpful in opposing these conclusions. I get the impression from
discussions a couple of years ago that Victor Stenger might be a writer who goes in a more
Epicurean direction, but I am not sure. At the present time we have Martin who has a lot of
interest in this area, but perhaps not so much on the ultimate theoretical conclusions and
definitely without enough time to devote to writing some in-depth material on it. Scattered
about in other threads here, which I would have to go looking for to find, I've posted about
articles here and there which might point in a more positive direction, but I haven't had the
expertise, time, or motivation to pull anything together.

I will stake out the position, however, that I think we have here an issue that is deeper than just
quantum physics itself. It seems to me that there are clear parallels between what we confront
today and what Epicurus faced in certain aspects of Platonism or Pythagoreanism, in which
"advanced mathematics" and/or geometry were being used to advance theistic theories that
Epicurus felt compelled to respond against. It's my view that this is why we have the texts
preserve the debate about the size of the sun, and why Epicurus chose to accept what he
interpreted to be the evidence of the senses rather than accept the claims made by the
geometricians.

So there's a great opportunity for someone who really wants to dig into this to explore at length
some really fascinating material, but it's a big project that will take a certain type of person to
accomplish. In the meantime, however, we do need to develop more approachable
explanations for why the most extravagant claims made by these guys need to be dismissed
without letting them worry us.

That's why I quoted that phrase from Lucian and I do think it is exactly applicable.
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