What Evidence Do We Have That Frances Wright
Personally Was An Epicurean?

Post by “Cassius” of September 24, 2020 at 6:15 AM

| won't have time and it would take too much space to paste too many of these clips, but some
are so blindingly obviously derived from Epicurus that I'd like to save people some time and
post a few more:
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Before we cen proceed to examine our cpimicns, we
mast ascertain facts drawn from the nbientive cheervmiion
of matter. We must know the anatomsy of the maier
compuosing our own bodies, and that of the motter oom-

posimg all other bodies, We muet familinrize our senses
el G4 andings with the multiform el um-
neying_phsnss il _notues,  We noust koow wb
ol b . We must irn

in the physical world, muse (o enose ; or, more peoperly,
wgurence 0 proumence; wnd whenever we #o ool per-
must ool imagine i we must eny e do med ke i,
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Had buman bemgs, o all ages of the world, done s,
where shoiald wa not sow be in just knowledge T I i dme
that we seek out the right road. We have groped leeg
enough in erroe ; lived lomg enouagh in firy land ; dresms
ad more than encugh of things unseen and cnuses an-
knowne  We have, indesd, dresmed so muoch amd ohe
served s licile, that our imaginntices have grown langer
ithan the world we live in, end oar jodgments havs dwindbed

Judgment based on analogy against past observations:

a8 DIVINIOHE OF ENOWLEDGE [LECT. Wi

Huring chiained a genernl view of the philosoply of
matier, wé may then carry our investgstions inle the
other branches of kewwledge, according 1o our lesure,
inste, and opportumily. We may apply curselves o the
past history of man, s banded down to ue by trsditon,
nﬂ]anwm;m irgy Uhess iradwions with
Mﬂmdhmuﬁmmhmﬂ'

their credibiliny. If we are pregared thas w judge by
pocumle analogy, we may receive every fable for matser of
fact, wwallow every fnlry wle ke trus hislory, supposs
every mytholagy soand philsophy, snd misceks equally
the tricks of conj and ihe ph of matum for
mniracles,

We may then peruse with egusl interest snd advanisgs
the nermatives of travellers, and engage in genenl rending
with liwle risk of tking fuets for pranted without evidenes,

This is aimed at the church, but does it not remind you of Torquatus criticizing Plato in "On
Ends"?
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Hut, B oy be aslind, how sow the penembiy af reen,
sl e eopeialy, of wornen, b find Lime nadl opports-
iy for much prepesniany vetigyiin: ae v peknew kige
0 b abmnistaly infimurenbie 1 Shoukd we ducorer that
hey mww wpond mmore lime snd mare ¥
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LECT. (L] Bifimcws of EwowLIza &
e Und, and mesie banl cified ooty i@ (aillos
anquiry—anguiry which sever -ian e snawssed, il

whos snewer, if pamsble, cquld profi shem nobng—
tuan weuld sulfion o graily every budsbin conssiy, wed
wiwe Lhew minds with knowledge, whose uidity shoubl be
ek 81 every momsenl of thei lises—sboik] we dasser
tha, would thes bs ne affm mads 5 e dms snd ope
porundly iy bomer sooonl, sad o dven thoughe and
maonay imie U more sssfl chacne §

We spalic of enquiry. Bohold! my iriends, & subjecl for
B! Aslk yoursdves bow Frocroploy yout bemuss leiie—
bavar po cmplay yoer bewars dlay, the fim ol the week |
Ask, for whst have y ruissd specieus beldings drogh
pour citien and villages, and for what ye pay o Bosl of
mmechrers, wrierrsinl, an we bave sees—an wr laee proved—
i deesving Teu |

Compare that to "You are pleased to think him uneducated. The reason is that he refused to
consider any education worth the name that did not help to school us in happiness. Was he to
spend his time, as you encourage Triarius and me to do, in perusing poets, who give us nothing
solid and useful, but merely childish amusement? Was he to occupy himself like Plato with
music and geometry, arithmetic and astronomy, which starting from false premises cannot be
true, and which moreover if they were true would contribute nothing to make our lives
pleasanter and therefore better? Was he, | say, to study arts like these, and neglect the master
art, so difficult and correspondingly so fruitful, the art of living?"

This is SO good:

Euch being my motives, sach my object, | mist entreat
Fou bo enquite what the knowladge W, that you lsarn
from your spiritual teachers. = The knewledge by fuith,”
they will answer for you, “Amnd faith,” they will sdd,
“in the knowledge of things unseen”  Can thers be any
mhtmwhﬂﬂT[puithmrrm Honowlsdge we
havn shown o be sscertained facte.  Things unesen !
Can human understanding know any thing abwat them ¥
More 1 will nsk : could it he of any wtilily were even sach
knowledge possible T A do yo hire tenchers to teach you
ponexisent knowhedpe, imposible knowledge, and keow-
ledge which, even under the suppmition of s possibalicy,
could serve no conceivable parpose T We are on the earih,
wned they tell us of beaven; we are homan beings, and
they tell un of angels and devils ; we are matier, and
thery tell we of spirit 1 we have five senses wherehy o admit
truths, and & reasoning faculty by which to build our be-
li:fupnndm'n;uﬂilljtﬂlmnl’ﬁmdm
thousanids of years ago, which sll cur experence lady
contradicts.

Longer version of excerpt already cited:
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comparn them, mesmare, weigh them,

Hnﬂullhlhw IInl.'l.Inh]mmlquH 10 a whole 1

ar & whale grester then itnpart 7 These are the simpls

traths conceived by the philsopher of naiure, Petslorsi.

Here are the leding hlmu-nfrhumm

mental instruction which he o long stirove W st in prac-

tiee, nnd which time may ensble cthers seccessfully o
deralope.
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