What Evidence Do We Have That Frances Wright
Personally Was An Epicurean?

Post by “Cassius” of September 23, 2020 at 10:53 PM

| am going back to her 1829 edition of her Course of Popular Lectures. This one contains an
opening lecture on "knowledge" and | am finding this rings true to how | now read Epicurus.
Don will recognize this as perhaps echoing our recent discussions on the passage translated as
"mere words":

The field of knowledge is around, and about, and within
u,  Let us not be alarmed by sounding words, and let us
oot be deceived by them. Let ws look to things. It is
things which we have to consider. Words are, or, more
correctly, should be, only the signs of thinge. 1 sy they
shonld be ; for it 18 o most lamentable truth, that they ara
nowW VEr nerally conceived (o constitute the w
stance i , should seem at
prmmmmmhhwﬂmm
ideas, than administering to their distinctness and arrange-
ment. Instead of viewing them as the shadows, we mis-
take them for the subsiance ; and conceive that in propor-
tivn as we enlarge our vocabulary, we multiply our ac-
quirements.

Further:

e

I shall have occasion, in o more advanced stug?: of our
enfuiries, o examine minotely the errors in the existing
mode of instruction, and which are of a nature to perplex
the human mind from infancy to age, and to make
even learning an additional stumbling bleck in the way
of knowledge., For the present, I would confine myself
to the establishing the simple position, that wll real knoe- |
ledge iz derived from positive sensations.

LBCT. 1.] HATURE OF ENOWLEDGE. a1
ﬂ-unund' others, it is pos

knmrl.o tu: l.he. EVELE pu.rnlad in all our schools and
olleges, where the troths of the mest demwnstrable
eciences are presented under e disguise of oral of written
lessons, instend of being expoesd, in practical illustrations,
tu the eye, and the ear, and the touch, in the simple, ineon-
trovertible fact.  This method, while it tends 1o hide and
perpetunte the errors of teachers, 8o does it also ineul-
cale credulily and blind beliof in the scholor, and finally

estnlilislies

establishes the conclusion in_the mind. that_knowledge is
compounded of words, and signs, and 1nl.ﬂlmua.1 nhetrac-
tione, instend of fGets and human sensations.
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