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A good find Cassius, but rather sad—it seems to confirm DeWitt; "It was the fate of Epicurus to
be named if condemned, unnamed if approved."

Henry David Thoreau rode the 19th century lecture circuit as well. I am absolutely convinced
from a comprehensive reading of his published works and private letters that he did not believe
in a personal god, or in any hell or paradise, and yet he sometimes evokes this theme in his
lectures—as when arguing against slavery, or pleading for the life of John Brown. A case of
tailoring his message to his audience, I suppose. The Reform movement had strong ties to the
Romantic movement in Europe and the Transcendentalists in America, as well as the Quaker
and Unitarian churches.

Tell an audience of nineteenth century men and women that you are going to educate children
on the model of the best philosophers in Europe, and they might applaud you. Tell them that
the foundation stones of that philosophy were laid by Epicurus as a bulwark against Plato and
religion, and the same audience might balk to hear it.

Pestalozzi, by contrast, was a Christian humanist trained for the clergy.
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