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Post by “EricR” of March 26, 2018 at 6:40 AM

Kevin, in your Epicurean outline you said: "The fact that that the question of free will has been
discussed for millennia, does make me feel like my perhaps over-simplified view may have a
huge blind spot. To the extent that the question of free will is interesting to you I welcome any
further thoughts."

That is one of the most honest and open statements I've seen on any philosophical topic. Very
impressive and trust me, rare. I too try to be open about others' ideas and the likelihood of
being blinded by my own notions. 

I don't think your view is over-simplified. I think you have thought this through. That you have
done this yet still "welcome further thoughts" is commendable. If I may offer a possibility for
you to consider - I think your blind spot is that you are using free will to deny free will.
Everything you said is based on the ability to assess evidence and decide on conclusions. As I
said in my post here http://mindmusing.net/free-will/ there seems to be something about the
psyche must be able to choose what is true or false.

I do not deny the deterministic aspect of nature. It's there to be seen by any thinking person. I
also don't understand free will and don't even like the phrase given its religious overtones. I
prefer volition. Further, the idea that we are "completely free" is silly. Obviously we react to
stimuli, are affected by our environment, influences etc. But somewhere, somehow, we have
the ability to make some choices.

You now have the choice about responding to me or not. If you do, you can choose to agree,
argue, discuss, condemn, laugh, or insult me. Take a moment to think about how you want to
come across in your response. That too is an act of volition.
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