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Post by “Cassius” of March 25, 2018 at 9:07 PM

I hope this isn't a tangent, and I don't mean it to be argumentative, but here is an aspect of this
discussion I have never understood:

If "the conscious experience of having free will is the same as the conscious experience of
lacking free will. In other words, one wouldn't know the difference empirically (or with your
senses)"

Then why is this issue of such great importance to hard determinists? It is always been my
observation that hard determinists are much more interested in refuting free will than those
who hold free will are in refuting hard determinism.

In Epicurus' position, it seems to me that he decided to weigh in on the issue because the
existence of the hard determinist argument poses a hurdle to happiness for those who think
that hard determinism means that they have no ability to work to make their own lives more
happy. So that was Epicurus' motivation for the argument.

What is the motivation of the hard determinists?
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