Pleasure over truth

Post by “Don” of September 15, 2020 at 9:59 PM

Quote from camotero

...indeed it does look like the vallue of truth is relative, which may be something that
makes us uncomfortable but it might none the less be true. Perhaps, the question
should not be if the value of truth is relative, but rather if the value of us honoring our
truth is relative, which it seems to be the case.

Something doesn't feel right to me with that phrase "the value of truth" is "relative." | agree
with Cassius that Epicurus would be comfortable saying there is no absolute capital-T Truth. No
Platonic ideal of Truth. But | don't think you can really talk about the "value of truth" being
relative or absolute. I'm not even sure what the "value of truth" means. There are things that
are true and things that are false. And as Lucretius says, if it seems false, arm yourself against
it.

However, | think | know what you're getting at in that second part. If by "honoring our truth"
you mean proclaiming the truth of atoms and void and pleasure etc. loudly, publicly, and
always, | think that would be a mistake. We make choices and rejections based on real
situations to aim for pleasurable outcomes. Plus, check out the characteristics of the Epicurean
sage in that they will make speeches if requested and other situations. Epicureans will not be
the street-corner preacher handing out pamphlets and carrying a sign. We will share our
Philosophy both individually and in groups of interested or receptive people, but we don't
require people to listen to us. We're practical, prudent, just, and can take advantage of
situations that arise to share what we know to be true, not false.
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