Starting Discussion of "Free Will"

Post by “EricR” of March 25, 2018 at 5:46 PM

KDF Have you read my blog post on Free Will? If so, | would love to read your response to the
central question | pose there. Namely, if we cannot make any free choices, how can we assess
evidence and come to a conclusion about something being true or false?

Why bother giving any topic the thought and examination in order to come to a conclusion? We
have no choices so it's all a waste of time. Further, why present any arguments or evidence in
order to persuade someone of an alternate position to the one they hold? They cannot make
any choices about what is true or false, and even if they do seem to, how can we know if they
are correct? We have no free will with which to assess anything. Without free will, how can we
have knowledge?

Please forgive me if | am being a pain about this. < Also, understand that | am not talking
about some kind of ghost in the machine that is free of all influences. | am talking a level of
evolutionary complexity that over the vastness of time has given rise to our unique ability to
"know that we know" and make choices about what is true or false.

Perhaps I'm way off base on this and someone can show me how to have knowledge without
free will. | am open to ideas.
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