Post At Modern Epicurean Blog - "Epicurean Ethics
Considered And Defended"

Post by “Godfrey” of September 7, 2020 at 3:09 PM

I read that blog post last night, so I'm writing from memory. My overall impression was
"favorably mixed." | had actually saved it to read again but haven't done so yet.

| agree with the points you make Cassius . For me, the positives were that he (Sherman, | think)
was able to explain what he got right in very clear terms. Relating to the blog quote (and Cicero
quote), | liked when he continued from that point to an explanation of why most of us aren't
experiencing the limit of pleasure: the niggling, everyday doubts, worries, concerns that we
barely notice. | think this is a very important point, and | don't even mind that he expresses it in
terms of the absence of pain. Since the feelings are pleasure and pain, it's important in living
EP that we are sensitive to both feelings. Personally | think we're so conditioned to thinking
there's a neutral state that we don't even notice these "discomforts;" at least that was my
experience as | began studying EP (and still is, to a lesser degree). So this is where | think he's
heading in the right direction: he seems to be starting his thesis with absence of pain but then
reeling that back towards a more complete understanding.

Maybe this is how one has to approach it in academia; as you say, it's a step in the right
direction. =
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