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Don thanks for the link to the wikipedia article. I woke up thinking about the monkeys and the
aspect that struck me is that Epicurus might say that reasoning by analogy would include the
fact that we can observe monkeys here in earth playing with typewriters and we observe that
they are not in fact apt to randomly press all keys. The wikipedia article observed something
similar. Changing the paradigm to reference some kind of random letter generator .... changes
the hypothetical. I am tempted to say that Epicurus would say that even in an eternity of time a
monkey could never be expected to produce even a single work of Shakespeare, and that it is
always essential to be very clear as to ones statements so as to avoid overbroad and incorrect
implications of infinity and eternality. Even in an infinite and eternal universe there are limits on
what we should expect to happen, and *all things* are not possible.

I find this interesting because I don't think it is a small point - I think it's an important one.
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