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Another reference, this one from Lucretius Book 2 (Bailey). This is one of the most specific that I
remember:

And yet we must not think that all particles can be linked together in all ways, for you would
see monsters created everywhere, forms coming to being half man, half beast, and sometimes
tall branches growing out from a living body, and many limbs of land-beasts linked with beasts
of the sea, and nature too throughout the lands, that are the parents of all things, feeding
Chimaeras breathing flame from their noisome mouths. But it is clear to see that none of these
things comes to be, since we see that all things are born of fixed seeds and a fixed parent, and
can, as they grow, preserve their kind. You may be sure that that must needs come to pass by
a fixed law. For its own proper particles separate from every kind of food and pass within into
the limbs of everything, and are there linked on and bring about the suitable movements. But,
on the other hand, we see nature cast out alien matter on to the ground, and many things with
bodies unseen flee from the body, driven by blows, which could not be linked to any part nor
within feel the lively motions in harmony with the body and imitate them. But lest by chance
you should think that living things alone are bound by these laws, the same condition sets a
limit to all things. For even as all things begotten are in their whole nature unlike one to the
other, so it must needs be that each is made of first-beginnings of a different shape; not that
but a few are endowed with a like form, but that they are not all alike the same one with
another. Moreover, since the seeds are different, there must needs be a difference in their
spaces, passages, fastenings, weights, blows, meetings, movements, which not only sunder
living things, but part earth and the whole sea, and hold all the sky away from the earth.
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