Welcome Maxfreeman!

Post by “Cassius” of August 29, 2020 at 7:23 AM

Glad to have you Maxfreeman! My joking rejoinder is that the best complement Stoicism
provides to people studying Epicurean philosophy is that by digging deeper into the details the
differences between the premises of the two come out in every-greater reiief, and it becomes
pretty much impossible to stay in the muddy Marcus Aurelius "middle ground" for very long.

But that is something everyone has to explore for themselves.

| do want to stress in all seriousness though that if you have not read the DeWitt book | hope
you will prioritize that. There's no book that brings out the premises of the Epicurean
approaches with greater "sweep" than Dewitt does, and | don't think you'll have any trouble
seeing why | and others here can recommend it so highly. You'll disagree with some of his
details, no doubt, but --- you'll see.

Also, given your comment, | think you would get a great deal out of Frances Wright's "A Few
Days In Athens" since she spends a lot of time contrasting Epicurus and Zeno in a way that | bet
many people who are "on the edge" may find appealing.

But for a point by point survey of the philosophy and how it contrasts to Plato, the Stoics, and
others, DeWitt will save you the most time.

| still have a large bust of Cicero in my office (of course he wasn't really a Stoic) and | know
many if not most or even all of us came through Stoicism too -- it's pretty much inevitable given
the prejudices of the modern world.

But | think all of us sensed early on - as you seem to be doing too - that there is more to
Epicurus than meets the eye, and I'm confident that there's no one whose studied Epicurus who
hasn't been richly rewarded by the study no matter where they end up.
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