Syllogistic Reasoning and Canonical Reasoning

Post by “Cassius” of August 17, 2020 at 9:30 PM

| will paste here a few paragraphs that appear to me to be highlights so someone skimming can
decide if they want to read the whole thing:

ultimate reality.'®  Yet the Epicursans maintained that on the
1'||'||,:|iri".|| level language invedves no distortion of reality. By
a psvchological and hall-unconseious process based on aecu
mulated expericnoes, objects have been divided into classes
.|-:'|.'llr\d[|'|g to their similarities and differences; and by virtue
of this process, which prodeces what Epicurus called “antici-
pation,” or “apperception” (wpehmde), the person who uses or
hears a word knows the sort of object o which that word
refers,  This is mot to sav that there 15 any sort of mental

entity to which words refer; it is rather an apgroach to the Liter
nomina "‘Fi'- W :I:ﬂ: wowrds refer directly to olbgects and ehat
the role of the gerson whe relates words to objects is a purely

functional one.  The validity of this function is assured by
the face that the “anticipation s based on sceumulated

experience and thus represents o very broad induction
| R Vool aba - - — RS | SR RN — A - L

Important observation from the Epicurean Polystratus, that values are just as real as objects,
although neither are reflections of Platonic forms, because they are real TO US:
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voniradie appearances. ™ Fimally, he gives an empirical ap
prach to the proldem of sedations.  He attecks the stasd thai
relativity has any metaphysical imgpliations,  Those wha

s are mot real by namare becamse

argisr theat beauty and o
they vary with imlviduals aml sibaations woald alae have o
adlmit that largeness, beaviness, and swiftmess are unreal ; but

in doimg w they

real hath objects which 1
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situatinns.  Relations do not exist in the way thar abjects do,
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but they are nune the less real; amd it would be fealish to deny
the: existence of either objects or relations, or 1o try o reduce
T

e s B wr,™  Palyvatraius” chief comoern in this analysis

of relations Bes, of course, in the realm of value. He

fersling the emipirical view that values are mot absalute

Platonic pense, yet they are novertheless roal elements m
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