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Quote

Unfortunately as I understand it, academic historians do not like to engage in broad
sweeping historiographic narratives which may be overly simplistic (the biggest
example of this usually given is Edward Gibbon's 1776 History of the Decline and Fall of
the Roman Empire).

This is certainly the case, even when it has nothing to do with theology; Frederick Jackson
Turner's Frontier Thesis and Jared Diamond's Guns, Germs and Steel both elicit a similar
response, and the debate proceeds forever and forever ad nauseum.

My own observation is that those who detract the historical thesis that they dismiss as merely a
"Whig Fable" do so by trying to prove too much. I once read an argument put forward
suggesting that the totemic power ascribed to books by medievals was a sign of their love of
literacy. This could not, of course, be further from the truth; what could be a more obvious sign
of illiteracy, than to think of books as sacred or totemic!? A literate person reads books, hungry
only for what the contain. They reproduce books so that they can save them from oblivion, or
else pass them on to other readers. It is only the illiterate who content themselves with the dry
crust of the thing itself.

And does it matter whether Giordano Bruno was murdered for free inquiry or for occult heresy?
In either case the salient point remains; he was murdered by a tyrannical and imperious church
for holding the wrong opinion. With nearly all of these quibbles, the fault-finding historians
succeed only in failing to grasp the obvious. St. Paul delivered his most powerful sermon on the
Areopagus in Athens, and he left that city a free man. He preached in a synagogue in
Jerusalem, and he left Jerusalem in chains.
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