To What Extent, If Any, Does Modern Physics
Invalidate Epicurean Philosophy?

Post by “Cassius” of August 15, 2020 at 9:58 PM

llkka to Alan:

Alan, the swerve is "random movement by a particle". Whatever consequences it has further
down the line, it also has a physical definition. I'm sure that Epicurus didn't have any of those
things you listed in mind when he formulated the swerve, but that doesn't change the fact that
there is random movement. Several different kinds in fact, if I've understood it correctly.

Swerve was an attempt to ground the self evident facts, of compound objects and choice
making, in the physical structure of the world. It was the best that could have been done at the
time, and something we're still trying to figure out. Maybe we should cut the ancients some

slack in matters not settled yet. =
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