
To What Extent, If Any, Does Modern Physics
Invalidate Epicurean Philosophy?
Post by “Cassius” of August 15, 2020 at 9:57 PM

Cassius: (to Alan)

"This is all well and good, but it is not what Epicurus originally had in mind." <<< Well, it's
probable also that Epicurus had more than one thing in mind when he suggested the theory of
the swerve. In apparently making no effort to explain the "mechanism" of the swerve, he was
simply stating the effect rather than speculating as to a cause or even really a manner of
operation. I am all for further exploration and discussion of possible mechanisms, as I am sure
that Epicurus would be -- the point I keep emphasizing is that in engaging in speculation we
should never lose site of the big philosophical picture, nor should we open the door in our own
minds, or specially in the minds of those who are not trained in the speculative sciences, that
we are suggesting that Jehovah or Allah are possible explanations.

I know that you personally are committed to not doing that, but there are many scientists
(apparently) who are all too willing to make those connections, and we need to be careful in
consideration of our own peace of mind, plus (or more) that of others who are neither equipped
nor disposed to deal with these issues. Standing in the theatre and yelling "the atoms are
divisible and they are on fire and may explode at any second" would be improper from many
perspectives. Of course YOU Alan are not doing that in any way shape or form, but the world
got to the mess it is in today in large part because there are so many people who ARE willing to
do that, and no debate ever takes place in a totally contextless vacuum.
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