To What Extent, If Any, Does Modern Physics
Invalidate Epicurean Philosophy?

Post by “Cassius” of August 15, 2020 at 9:57 PM

alan:

Ilkka - | agree with everything you said except for the "still swerving" statement, as specifically
applied proactively in the context of modern physics. What you are suggesting is a basic
redefinition of what we mean by the swerve, and | would also be for that. The swerve as first
formulated by Epicurus (that is, the reason for why there are macroscopic objects and why we
have free-will in an otherwise deterministic universe) is not attested to by modern physics.
What you are now suggesting we understand the swerve to be is perhaps quantum
indeterminacy, or perhaps Brownian motion, or perhaps Heisenberg uncertainty. This is all well
and good, but it is not what Epicurus originally had in mind.
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