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Cassius:

Alan as I interpret what DeLacy is conveying, you are correct when you say "If you say that
Epicurus did not use a syllogism to prove the swerve than you are not accepting the standard
definition of a syllogism." I interpret DeLacy to be saying that ultimately Plato and Aristotle
were both rationalists who contended that truth comes essentially ONLY through reason, and
that conclusions based fundamentally in sensory data can never be true unless they can be
converted into syllogisms. This is a huge issue separate and apart from where we started today
on physics, so we need to keep that in mind.

- Edit yes absolutely, the two pages at the link are near the beginning of the point, but this
appendix article in full is an excellent summary of the epistemological revolution Epicurus was
engaged in. I have not found a better summary of these issues than this article. It is
unfortunately not something that is easily distilled into a couple of sentences.
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