
To What Extent, If Any, Does Modern Physics
Invalidate Epicurean Philosophy?
Post by “Cassius” of August 15, 2020 at 2:19 PM

Alan wrote:

Cassius Okay, very good. Let's hone in on Conclusion 5 then. Christopher Hitchens (who one
self-described as an Epicurean) is known for having invented his own philosophical razor, which
states that "any claim put forward without evidence can be dismissed without evidence." I think
therefore (but not solely on those grounds but for many reasons) that the notion of the afterlife
can be dismissed. Therefore, we ought to live our lives as if the afterlife does not exist, to try to
make the most pleasant experience as possible for ourselves on Earth in our short time, and to
follow Epicurus in the paraphrase: when we are gone, we are not here, and so death is nothing
for us. To be clear, that is not to say that we are 100% confident that there is no afterlife.

Such a declaration could only be based on sound deduction, which I do no know that we have.
What we can rely on is very strong induction, since no one has ever observed continuity of
consciousness past the life-death boundary, etc. So effectively, I am satisfactorily confident
(say 99.9+% if you want to be statistical) that an afterlife does not exist, but I retain a very
small likelihood that, given extremely compelling evidence, I could be wrong.
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