George Santayana's Essay on Lucretius (1910)

Post by “Cassius” of August 13, 2020 at 9:09 AM

Seems appropriate to say this: Joshua | hope that the critical comments on this thread don't
amount to a turn-off to you toward proceeding with your podcast on this or other works. |
suppose someone could say that "commenting on poetry" might be the very original purpose of
the podcast, and some of these comments would seem to argue against doing that.

But | would think that the purpose point you were pursuing was to advance the understanding
of Epicurus by critical review of the poetry, and diagnosing the good parts from the bad parts in
the poetry, and that seems to me to be a very worthy goal especially in our current modern
world context. The poets have largely "won" and this Santayana negative view of Epicurus is
supreme in most corners. What might have been "ignorable" in the past is probably a necessity
to confront today before we can go any further in the "positive" understanding or promotion of
Epicurus

For example if you did nothing further but explore and attempt to diagnose how and why
Santayana thought that Epicurus "feared" and "hated" life, then that would be a highly
worthwhile objective.

Don and Godfrey what do you think about this?

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1658-george-santayana-s-essay-on-lucretius-
1910/?postID=8573#post8573 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/user/311-don/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/user/228-godfrey/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1658-george-santayana-s-essay-on-lucretius-1910/?postID=8573#post8573
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1658-george-santayana-s-essay-on-lucretius-1910/?postID=8573#post8573

