George Santayana's Essay on Lucretius (1910)

Post by “Cassius” of August 12, 2020 at 2:33 PM

Did you read the whole thing Godfrey? Not sure | am going to be able to finish it myself.
However | do think that his attitude is reflective of the majority view, which is why | personally
am at war with the majority view. Santayana just seems to be more forthright in stating it in the
open, but | do see this attitude as the root of the whole "absence of pain" orientation.

Very few people, in my view, spend so much time talking about "absence of pain" unless they
too have at root a very dark view of life. And | do NOT put Epicurus or any ancient Epicurean |
am aware of in that category. My view is that it took the corruption of Judaism/Christianity to
really get people moving in that direction, although at least some of the Stoics apparently were
in tune with the same view.

In order to respond headlong | think it is really going to be necessary to just lay it on the line
that the depravity being discussed is in the minds of these "poets" who criticize Epicurus as
decadent, not in Epicurean philosophy itself. They are projecting their own sickness / depravity
and are able to make a reasonable-sounding case only because the texts are left in such a
fragmentary condition.
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