Episode Thirty-One - Continuation of Episode Thirty /
Polyaenus

Post by “Cassius” of August 9, 2020 at 10:33 AM

Yes It could well sound similar - not sure. But | think the significance and direction in Epicurean
philosophy ends up to a large extent in going against Aristotle's "essences." My no doubt too
overbroad thumbnail view is that Plato put his ideal forms in some otherworldly dimension, and
while Aristotle rejected the otherworldly dimension, he did not really reject the "ideal forms" -
he just mutated them into "essences" which he then theorized existed within particular things.
The effect of the two ends up being much the same error, because it leads to absolutist
thinking, with the only difference being the residence address of the absolute ideal form.

By emphasizing that the atoms have no color Epicurus is illustrating that there are in fact no
contextless absolutes, either in heaven or inside an object. The statement that "Yellow does not
exist apart from things that are yellow" has profound extensions far beyond the purely scientific
question of how an atom might look under a microscope to most people most of the time. By
drawing out the importance of the means and conditions of the observation, and the nature of
our eyes and how they operate, the lighting, and all the other factors that may go into how we
see color at a particular time, it should be much easier for most people to understand that
there isn't a single "absolutely correct" answer to what color a thing "is." And if they understand
that, then the path is open to seeing that virtue likewise is not a contextless absolute. And if
they make that step, they are at the very threshold of seeing that feeling (pleasure) is what
makes the living world go round.
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