Episode Thirty - Only A Limited Number of
Combinations of Atoms Is Possible

Post by “Godfrey” of August 8, 2020 at 8:07 PM

Quote from Cassius

Or is it useful or not useful to state a general rule?

To me the default and the general rule is the natural state. Beyond that, as with many things, |
don't think it's useful to state as a general rule. However for me, personally, and probably for
most of us in the forum, there is a great deal of baggage (cultural and/or otherwise) in the way
of returning to this state and EP is the most valid philosophy for doing so. But there is no way to
objectively determine whether or not a person is living in the natural state. | could think of a
few acquaintances that seem to be, but if | asked them they may disabuse me of that idea! The
opposite goes for the scientist in question: there's no way to judge the fullness of his cup.

Quote from Don

| would ask What is the totality of their life? How are they living it? Are they just? Are
they making decisions to bring sustained pleasure to their whole life? The moment-by-
moment experience of pleasure while researching or contemplating their scientific
pursuit is not the goal. It is living a sustained pleasurable life.

So these questions from Don are the questions we need to ask of ourselves, discuss, and
promote. But it seems pointless to try to ascertain how frequently the natural state is retained
or under what conditions.

Quote from Cassius

In addition to looking at it "practically" | think there is a natural tendency
("anticipation"??) to be drawn to thinking about questions like "divinity.". (" Are we
alone in the universe? Are there higher beings?) And so | think it is natural to need a
framework for dealing with those issues.

| totally agree with this. In fact our scientist is likely getting pleasure from dealing with these
very questions, which relates to PD 10. So | guess my point is that we can't tell and shouldn't
assume from someone's lifestyle whether or not they are living a life of pleasure, or how close
they may be to the natural state.
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