Episode Thirty - Only A Limited Number of
Combinations of Atoms Is Possible

Post by “Godfrey” of August 8, 2020 at 4:39 PM

Just finished listening; great discussion!

To me, Martin said it most accurately and concisely: "it's natural." Epicurus didn't invent the
Canon, he observed and articulated it. It's a natural process involving pleasure. As long as
nothing is interfering with this process then no philosophy is necessary. But when wrong
thinking, fears, religion and such interfere with the process, then correct philosophy is the
medicine to get back on track.

So, at least for now, I'm with Elayne and Martin. Don's points are well taken however and bring
the discussion to the fullness of pleasure. If the scientist has arranged his life to maximize
pleasure then there's no reason to change. But if his marriage is a shambles, he's living on the
streets, he's an alcoholic, etc, then he probably could use a philosophical intervention. In the
latter case his cup of pleasure is full of muddy water.
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