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Right. The main question with that article is whether the man "hugging" Leontion is meant by
the illustrator to signify Epicurus. Groping the 'courtesan', and all that. If it is, that gives us
(along with the Nuremburg Chronicle) two drawings of Epicurus in popular Latin texts from the
15th Century that portray him beardless, and in the one case paunchy. Rather how one would
portray a Eunuch—or the head of a school of philosophy stereotyped as weak and effeminate,
and "fit only for swine".

Raphael was working on the painting less than 20 years after the Nuremburg Chronicle was
published, and the Nuremburg Chronicle gives a positive ID to Epicurus' portrait.

I would say that I am...oh, 75 percent convinced that the wreathed figure is Epicurus. There's
certainly plenty of room for interpretation!
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