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I agree with Don, it was a pleasure tuning in!

As to the issue of the metaphorical 'paean to nature', there are two use cases that always come
to mind. The first is Einstein, who had a religious sense of awe, but one that precluded any
belief in a personal god. He ascribed, he said, to Spinoza's god. In spite of his clear nontheism
he is the most widely misquoted scientist of all time on the the subject of religion—by the
religious, of course.

The second case is Darwin; the Lady Hope story demonstrates that when the believers in the
supernatural cannot misconstrue your words, they will fabricate new words for your mouth
altogether. So that to refrain from poetic usage seems to me to be rather like negotiating with
terrorists. 
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