References to Epicurus' Attitude Toward The "Place
of the Sciences And Liberal Arts"

Post by “Cassius” of July 28, 2020 at 10:18 AM

Quote from Don

It's not enough to use reason, we need evidence as "seen" by our senses (and the
extension of our senses through instruments etc.).

| agree. We need to be able to articulate WHY that is so. The issue is so obscured in common
discussion that many people seem to have become convinced that there is something called
"reason" which makes evidence unnecessary, so it no longer appears to go without saying that
"reason" requires evidence, and then explaining what kind of evidence we're talking about, and
why it is in fact legitimate to rely on the evidence of the canonical faculties even though we are
the first to admit that the information they provide may not in every instance be true to what
we regard as the ultimate facts. it's the circular issue that Epicurus and Lucretius address
directly: Ultimately there is NOTHING that can be used to justify an opinion (or reason itself)
other than the evidence we obtain through the canonical faculties.
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