References to Epicurus' Attitude Toward The "Place
of the Sciences And Liberal Arts"

Post by “Godfrey” of July 26, 2020 at 7:21 PM

Now | understand better what you wrote previously, Don. Thanks for elaborating!

Regarding prolepseis and what was discussed in the podcast: if | understood her correctly,
Elayne was comparing truth with, say, sweetness, as something that doesn't need definition. To
me that's not correct, and | would consider it to be a prolepsis. Just as everyone can have a
different idea as to what is just, so everyone can have a different idea as to what is true. But
the prolepsis, at least as | understand it, is the germ of the idea. Little children have a general
sense of what is fair and just, and they also have a general sense of truth. This is different from
knowledge of specific concepts of truth and justice, which are only developed with time,
experience and input from the senses and feelings. A child can see something and through their
feelings, mediated by their prolepseis, have a sense as to whether that something is just, true
or whatnot. This precedes conceptualizing about "what is truth" and the like.

At least that's how | currently understand it!
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