References to Epicurus' Attitude Toward The "Place
of the Sciences And Liberal Arts"

Post by “Don” of July 26, 2020 at 6:11 PM

| suppose | may be weaseling my way out of providing more of my current understanding of
Epicurean prolepses. I'll try to be brief but also put my opinions out there.

First, | thought this article was interesting in drawing distinctions between Stoic and Epicurean
prolepsis.

Now, for me, prolepses are engaged at the instinctual level. Research has shown that animals
and babies already have a sense of fairness and "justice" if you will. Check these links here,
here, and here to start. And we know Epicurus looked to animals and children for confirmation
of the basic tenets.

So, my understanding is that prolepses could be thought of as instinctual or innate, inborn
faculties that "grasp" more abstract phenomena like justice and our sensations grasp more
concrete phenomena like sights, sounds, tactile sensations, etc.

That's why | don't think we need a prolepsis of Truth. Something either agrees with our
sensations or it doesn't. | don't think that's the same as recognizing whether something is just
or not and hence needing a prolepsis.
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