References to Epicurus' Attitude Toward The "Place
of the Sciences And Liberal Arts"

Post by “Don” of July 26, 2020 at 5:08 PM

Quote from Godfrey

Wouldn't this be the prolepsis? In a universe of atoms and void there is no Truth, only
truths.

Thanks for that quote, Godfrey ! | would say no, that's not the prolepsis (or a prolepsis), but let
me explain.

This was actually the point | was originally trying to make. "The Truth" with a capital T and
scare quotes doesn't exist. That seems to me to be a Platonic ideal that has no relation to the
real world. | would agree with your quote in that the only things we have are true facts as
ascertained by observation and evidence. That way, we don't get into arguments about my
Truth vs your Truth. What do the observations say are true facts. Otherwise, we're arguing
about internal mental constructs that may or may not be connected to things able to be
perceived. If someone believes the existence of God is Truth, can that be observed? Can that
be factually ascertained? No? Then it's not a true fact but empty opinion.

| also don't think this recognition of a true fact rises to the level of a prolepsis. Either things
correspond to observable phenomena as ascertained by our senses or extensions of our senses
(e.g., telescopes, microscopes, instruments, etc.) or they don't. | know the prolepses are a hot
topic and | won't go into my (current) understanding of them; but, in summary, | don't think we
need to fall back on a prolepsis to determine if an observable fact is true or not. It either
corresponds to our observations or it doesn't.

| hope that fleshes out my understanding a little, but | remain open to to reading others takes
on this!
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