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Continuing the quotation above:

Quote

"I see, then, no fixed basis for truth." "

It surely has the most fixed of all — the nature of things. And it is only an imperfect
insight into that nature, which occasions all our erroneous conclusions, whether in
physics or morals."

"But where, if we discard the gods, and their will, as engraven on our hearts, are our
guides in the search after truth ?" "

Our senses and our faculties as developed in and by the exercise of our senses, are the
only guides with which I am acquainted. And I do not see why, even admitting a belief
in the gods, and in a superintending providence, the senses should not be viewed as
the guides, provided by them, for our direction and instruction. But here is the evil
attendant on an ungrounded belief, whatever be its nature. The moment we take one
thing for granted, we take other things for granted: we are started in a wrong road, and
it is seldom that we can gain the right one, until we have trodden back our steps to the
starting place. I know but of one thing that a philosopher should take for granted; and
that only because he is forced to it by an irresistible impulse of his nature; and
because, without doing so, neither truth nor falsehood could exist for him. He must
take for granted the evidence of his senses; in other words, he must believe in the
existence of things, as they exist to his senses. I know of no other existence, and can
therefore believe in no other: although, reasoning from analogy, I may imagine other
existences to be.
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