References to Epicurus' Attitude Toward The "Place
of the Sciences And Liberal Arts"

Post by “Cassius” of July 17, 2020 at 6:19 PM

This is a very important topic where we need to be absolutely clear so that the best people - the
people who ARE curious and want to pursue science - are not turned off. It is so ironic that
Epicurus, who spent so much of his time studying nature rather than dialectical logic, should be
accused of a position of anything less than full scientific inquiry. But that's just one of the ways
his arguments are twisted. Yes, in the end, he comes to the conclusion that pleasure is the final
and ultimate goal, so therefore even scientific inquiry has to be judged by whether it brings
pleasure or pain. But surely for most of us in so many ways it's absolutely clear that it DOES
bring pleasure and reduce pain, in so many ways, and so within the scope of the observation
that everything is contextual, surely scientific inquiry is probably right up there with "friends"
and other high level "instruments" for the achievement of pleasure and reduction of pain.
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