Dialogue on Katastematic Pleasure

Post by “Cassius” of February 18, 2018 at 12:37 PM

As for your contention about Torquatus implicitly being smarter than Epicurus and seeing a
need to engage in "word-chopping" where Epicurus did not, | will simply reply that | consider
Epicurus to have been much too smart than to go down the road of considering "absence of
pain" to be a complete statement of the goal of his philosophy. By doing so, later Epicureans, if
Cicero can be trusted on that point, fell into the trap that Epicurus himself did not and that has
diverted us down this path toward Stoicism and back.

As for whether Lucian was an Epicurean himself that is not so important as the fact that he was
familiar enough with his subjects to write articulately about him - people can read and judge for
themselves where Lucian's sympathies really were. As to Cicero, Cassius, and Lucretius, there
is little doubt as to their sympathies.
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