Musings on A Quick Statement of "What It Means to
Be An Epicurean”

Post by “Cassius” of July 13, 2020 at 10:57 PM

My mind is distracted tonight and going in too many directions,, and in times like this it seems |
always turns back to the fundamental issue of "what it means to be an Epicurean."

| do not expect to make any changes at the moment, but | am toying with the idea of deleting
the quote from Lucian of Samosata (about "striking a blow for Epicurus") currently at the top of
the home page. New people probably don't recognize that quote, and i am thinking it might be
beneficial if we replaced it with something very pithy about what a new person can expect
when they start posting in the forum.

| am thinking of something like this:

"There is no authoritative definition of "what it means to be an Epicurean," but for purposes of
this forum you can expect to be welcomed as a valued participant if you hold that: (1) the
universe was not created and is not controlled supernaturally [PD1], (2) there is no life after
death [PD2], (3) the feelings of pleasure and pain are the ultimate guides to life [PD 3-4], (4)
the virtues, including justice, are not absolute but contextual, and are valuable because they
are instrumental in the attainment of pleasure and the avoidance of pain [PD 5-10, 30-40], (4)
practical reason cannot be based on abstractions alone, but must based on sensation, feeling,
and anticipation [PD 11-30], and [5] you feel a personal affinity for the philosophical tradition
established by Epicurus of Samos."

I am probably going to forget about this and not make any changes for the time being, but |
thought it would be interesting to see what you guys think about what key points needs to be
in, and what need to be out of, such a statement. Keep in mind that the purpose would be
something short enough to put at the top of the front page, which means you'll have to scroll
through it every time you go there. On the other hand, even though short, it needs to hit the
very highest points so as to be challenging and specific enough to be worthwhile. And most of
all, the context is "for purposes of this forum."

Of course i could also add a link to this detailed discussion so people can see all the issues that
went into preparing the final version of it.

Any thoughts? | take no pride in authorship and my normal course anyway is to edit so many
times that the original version is often unrecognizable when finished, so any and all thoughts
are welcome.
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