Can an octopus be an Epicurean?

Post by “Cassius” of July 13, 2020 at 5:43 PM

| think this is a very interesting topic. | am firmly in the camp that "intelligent life" is a sliding
scale and that the issue of "can they feel pain" goes a long way down from humans (and UP to
the Epicurean "gods" in the intermundia) =

More seriously now, this is where | think the ultimate path is in the direction of not putting
those who are having pain into hard vertical categories (human, vertebrate, etc) but defining
more "horizontally" the issue of "whose" pain we should consider and how we consider it. That's
pretty much we do in real life now, and we probably ought to give a lot more thought to
articulating it clearly so we can come to terms with it.

My own personal examples | think about are the animal shelters, the nursing homes, etc, that |
know are in my own "backyard." If | focused on that as much as | might be tempted to then |
would never have a life of my own, so | know that overindulgence in "saving the world" simply
can't work. Given the difference between what I'd like to do vs what | "can" do (even if i tried) it
makes sense to openly examine the limits and deal with them consciously, rather than simply
shutting them out of our mind as if they are too terrible to contemplate.
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