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Quote from Cassius

(1) no supernatural realm or order, (2) no reward or punishment or life of any kind after
death, (3) identification of the goal and guide of life with feeling, primarily pleasure,
rather than virtue or piety; (4) the view that it is correct to be confident that we can
attain knowledge that is based on"reasoning" tied tightly to the senses, the
anticipations, and feelings, rather than to dialectical logic; (5) a common sense view of
the universe being totally natural and effectively infinite in size, eternal in time, and in
which humans on earth are neither the only life in the universe nor the highest.

Perhaps what you've summed up here includes what I'm about to say... but it's been kind of
revelatory for me now that I'm reading DeWitt. Once I read about the acceptance that Socratic,
and then Platonic, thought got out of their rhetorical ability, it's started to become more
evedient the extent to which "Plato's 'forms'" (or whatever you want to call these
unnecessarily-complex, undefinable-definitions) have permeated everything in our world. I see
plenty of conflict caused by our unconscious acceptance of the existence of things that aren't
there, and that we've grown up with, and that we take for as real as the air we breathe. So one
thing I would add, although, like I said, perhaps is already there, is a conscious and disciplined
effort to "catch" these concepts that we normally accept automatically, because of their
ubiquitous nature, and the lack of awareness of almost everybody about them.

Trying to be more concrete, an example of this could be the "shoulds" that we think of as
unavoidable: ultra competitiveness; enduring sickening stress because of a work ethic;
professional success and prestige; I don't know if I'm making sense...
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