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Horaee too and Ovid had carefully studied him: this commentary will
in some degree shew what they as well as Manilius owe to him, though
this last dizeiple is not worth much. Lueretius thus exercized indirectly
no slight influence on the whole future career of Latin postry. To pass
to modern times, the Ttalian seholars of the fifteenth century, full of en-
thusinam for everything classical, yet admired no Latin poet more than
Lueretiug, Virgil alone excepted. The illustrious French scholars of the
sixteenth century, Lambinos Turnebus Sealiger, pronounced him one of
the greatest, if not the greatest of Roman poets. In the seventeentl,

" the century of English erudition, he was of course well known to Milton
and has been often imitated by him in the Paradize Lost: he had the
fortone too to be entirely translated by one of the most aecomplished
cavalier gentlemen and by the most accomplizhed of puritan ladies before
Diryden and Creeeh turned their thoughts to the same task. In more
recent times he has been perhaps less praized and read ; yet in France
he has never been without enthusiastic admirers : it will be enough to
gpecify Voltaire in the last century; Villemain, Sainte-Beuve and Mar-
tha in the present. Among Germans Goethe never failed in sympathy
and acdmiration for Lucretins, In this country the most recent aceount
of the ph“ﬂ.ﬁ'rph}l‘ and poetry of Lucretius is at the same time the fullest
and most favourable and by far the best: T speak of that given by
Professor Sellar in the Roman poets of the republic,
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