Gosling & Taylor, The Greeks on Pleasure.

Post by “Cassius” of June 29, 2020 at 3:19 PM

Quote from Don

Unfortunately, Latin is not my forte. I'll defer to others on that one.

For my contribution, in poking around on the Perseus Digital Library, it seemed like
*maybe* variations on sentio were used by Lucretius and Cicero (who are cited in the
definition). However, | also seemed to be seeing Cicero would just say "pleasure and
pain" (voluptas et dolores?) and it gets translated as "feelings of pleasure and pain."

That would not be surprising to me. | get the impression that sensation might be the best
umbrella word after all and that the term "five senses" is more of a problem than a help. We
might need to dig into how it became thought that that name came to be considered a good
term for the "first leg" of the canonical tripod.

The Romans should have had enough understanding of Epicurus to get these terms correct, and
| tend to think that their word choices probably deserve more credit than we give them.
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