Opportunities for Activism And Collaboration Here At
EpicureanFriends.com

Post by “Cassius” of June 27, 2020 at 7:50 PM

OK yes it was the "angelos" that made me think of a religious connotation. That is all good to
know.

Also in this thread on collaboration / evangelization, it's of course a major issue that every step
forward we have to be constantly on the lookout for a particular land mine: modern/partisan
politics. It's natural that in wanting to take action with our friends that we're going to find
discussions bleeding over into ‘"politics" in which those of wus from different
backgrounds/locations/etc have different interests. We all want to think that our way of seeing
the world is the "right" one, and that everyone who is an Epicurean will agree with us, but it
seems to me that that just isn't so, and it is very disappointing to people when they realize that.
We all tend to identify with respective groupings that have never been much influenced by
Epicurean philosophy, and even if that we different, | think we have to confront that a shared
collaboration based solely on "ideas" has serious Platonic problems in theory. We aren't
disembodied sets of ideas, we are real people with real backgrounds and real personal
interests.

So as we talk about collaboration and evangelization | have come to the view that it's
absolutely essential to find a way with that source of conflict. And ironically | don't think the
answer lies in "live unknown" because | think that's one of the worst misinterpretations of the
doctrines. Again that's what we've tried to prepare people for with the rules that we post here
at Epicureanfriends.com, and | think that has to carry over into most any collaboration.

If we didn't already have enough evidence of the stress this can cause in the community, the
events of the world in the last couple of months should be sufficient for us never to doubt that
again! It's no doubt going to be very tricky to navigate these waters when feelings run so hot,
as they should.

But in the end | do think there is enough commonality in the core viewpoints to sustain a
"fraternity" of people collaborating on the core ideas. (It always seems right to try to list them
when a discussion like this comes up; surely the list is something like (1) no supernatural realm
or order, (2) no reward or punishment or life of any kind after death, (3) identification of the
goal and guide of life with feeling, primarily pleasure, rather than virtue or piety; (4) the view
that it is correct to be confident that we can attain knowledge that is based on"reasoning" tied
tightly to the senses, the anticipations, and feelings, rather than to dialectical logic; (5) a
common sense view of the universe being totally natural and effectively infinite in size, eternal
in time, and in which humans on earth are neither the only life in the universe nor the highest. |
was about to stop there but perhaps it must be included that humans possess a degree of
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agency that assures us that neither fate nor theories of hard determinism make it useless for us
to exert ourselves to improve our lives.

Anyway the basic point of this post that | think it's always essential to identify the unifying
factors and also inoculate ourselves against the forces that will attempt to divide us.
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