Opportunities for Activism And Collaboration Here At
EpicureanFriends.com

Post by “Cassius” of June 27, 2020 at 5:52 AM

Good thoughts. What word would you suggest as more appropriate than "activism"?

| think most of the issues here revolve around the limited time that those of us who are here
have, but there is also an underlying issue of what " activism" should mean. We can write
torrents of words here, and definitely gain some pleasure from that, but unless we have "real-
life" friends of the type Epicurus was referring to, and nor just "virtual" friends, then the
pleasure we gain will not be as full as it could be, nor will the issues of "safety" be addressed.

| think we have something of a chicken and egg situation in that there is no possibility of having
real Epicurean friends unless there are real Epicureans, and there can be no real Epicureans
unless work is done as we try here to articulate what that means. (Yes | will be frank and say
that | do not consider those who focus on the Academic version of Epicurus to be real
Epicureans.)

It is definitely taking longer to make progress then | had hoped, but | do think the participants
here already have helped build a resource the likes of which have not been available for a very
long time. And we have taken steps to identify a core of people who are not content to define
their goal in life as a pseudonym for nothingness.

I think most of us here already can articulate that vision in core terms that are sufficient for our
day to day use, even while we enjoy pursuing further details.

The trick now is to find a way to get the message and "vision" out further. The Academic world
was apparently not the primary receptive audience in the ancient world, nor is it going to be
today. It seems to me that Epicurus was always and will always be the best fit for practical
common sense people who are averse to Mumbo-Jumbo and unrealistic expectations, so the
issue is how to find and connect with those, who aren't necessarily going to be found on
Facebook or Reddit or Twitter, or hanging out in philosophy interest groups (the last of which is
possibly the most toxic of all, as it appeals to eclecticism and skepticism).

Hopefully with the current upheavals going on in society we can identify new alternatives, and
hopefully the work we have done so far will be of some help.
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