Gosling & Taylor, The Greeks on Pleasure.

Post by “Cassius” of June 25, 2020 at 8:12 PM

| think what | am reading there is their attempt to square Epicurus with Aristotle and | agree
that it fails. But if what is disturbing to you is 18.3.19 then I think | might have a different take. |
have never considered ataraxia and aponia to be statements of the ultimate end, but simply
adverbs that go along with successfully have overcome disturbances and pain while in the
process of pursuing the pleasures that make like worth living. So if your concern is that he is
demeaning aponia and ataraxia then | think that doesn't bother me as much, for that reason. If
"pleasure" is the goal then a series of particular pleasures from day to day is what is being
pursued, with ataraxia and aponia being derivative descriptions that are really only useful from
the point of view of semantics and debating with Platonists when that is necessary (which
hopefully isn't often).

Is that the part that you find disturbing? | am afraid | got distracted this afternoon so | may
have lost the train of thought.
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