Gosling & Taylor, The Greeks on Pleasure.

Post by “Don” of June 24, 2020 at 6:41 PM

In reading about the Cyrenaics, it seems to me that PD 10 (and the similar text in the Letter to
Menoikos) is a direct rebuke to them.

Quote

If the things which debauched men find pleasurable put an end to all fears... and if they
revealed how we ought to limit our desires, we would have no reason to reproach them,
for they would be fulfilled with pleasures from every source while experiencing no pain,
neither in mind nor body, which is the chief evil of life.

The key word here, to me, has always been *if¥. As far as | can see, Aristippus advocated for his
followers to experience *every* pleasure. Epicurus agreed that every pleasure is good, but
advocated for a selection - choice and avoidance - of pleasures leading to the most pleasant
life.

Reading about the Cyrenaics has further convinced me that PD 10 is directly addressing people
who would try and lump in the Epicureans with the Cyrenaics just because of their emphasis on
pleasure.
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