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LOL - Either will be interesting interactions 

Mostly because I do believe it is not just a matter of words.

I believe it translations into a basic assessment of how we should be oriented to life - are we
primarily reacting to outside impacts from pain? Clearly in many cases people find themselves
in situation where that is and should be their primary goal, such as when they are sick, or
oppressed from some force that demands their constant attention.

But I do not consider that to be the primary point of view from which we should analyze life. As
Epicurus says in the letter to Menoeceus, (Bailey) - "(He thinks that with us lies the chief power
in determining events, some of which happen by necessity) and some by chance, and some are
within our control; for while necessity cannot be called to account, he sees that chance is
inconstant, but that which is in our control is subject to no master, and to it are naturally
attached praise and blame.")

If we have either the "chief power" or even only significant power, to have influence over our
lives, then it is up to us to choose the type of actions and pleasures which we choose to pursue,
and how we identify those pleasures, and how we think about them, is going to be highly
important. And while I am not going so far as to say that I do and you don't, or that either of us
should, I believe it is fair to say that a significant number of people can and do legitimately take
the position that "ending pain" is an essentially negative approach toward life which is not
justified by the underlying analysis of nature which Epicurus taught. (And that as a result, that
Epicurus saw the same thing and did not in fact teach that.)

But we will go round and round on this probably as long as we live, as such points are not
"solvable" in the way of a physics question. 
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