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Also as to method I think we have to acknowledge that not every person in every situation is a
good prospect for becoming an Epicurean. They could be and should be, if started early
enough, but at some point the thought patterns become so entrenched that there's just no
going back and rebuilding at the appropriate ground level.

So that means that I think we spin our wheels uselessly when we focus all our time on
"Academic" types who have already spend much of their lives pursuing other paths. No doubt
some of them are open to rethinking things, but the issues we address are so emotional that of
the academic class, if they haven't already gotten to the point where there realize the value of
the Epicurean perspective (even if they don't realize that it is Epicurean) then they probably are
not going to be able to do anything other than resist it since it conflicts so strongly with their
core beliefs.

I know that's a broad brush and there will be many individual exceptions, but I'm saying this
from a general "strategy" perspective of how it makes sense for most of us to spend our time.

I know I get a lot more "satisfaction" and "pleasure" in talking to people who are intelligent but
new to Epicurus, and who want to take it seriously in their own lives, rather than debating
committed Stoics or those of other philosophies who simply want to compare relatively obscure
details without ever being open on the basic issues. That's a significant part of what is
frustrating in talking to confirmed Stoics, although NEW stoics, who don't yet realize where
Stoicism really leads, are often receptive.
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